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Abstract:

Objective: To investigate the prevalence of L. pneumophila contamination and maintenance characteristics
of cooling towers setting in selected places, Bangkok.

Material and Method: A cross-sectional survey of 72 cooling towers from 4 hospitals (21 cooling towers),
7 department stores (35 cooling towers), 3 hotels (16 cooling towers) in Bangkok for L. pneumophila
contamination and maintenance characteristics was carried out. Two or three water samples were
collected from the studied cooling towers to culture for Legionella spp. and confirmed by real-time
Polymerase Chain Reaction (PCR). Data for maintenance characteristics of studied cooling towers
were collected from officers who were responsible for cooling tower maintenance.

Results: Most (71.4-87.5%) cooling tower models were cross-flow types, and most (81-100%) received
the maintenance >2 times/year. About 50-80.9% were not added with biocide or ozone to inhibit
the growth of Legionella spp. Totally, 27.8% of cooling towers were contaminated with L. pneumophila.
The cooling towers in hospitals had the highest contamination (42.9%). Cooling towers with size <500
tons, use duration >5 years, and maintenance frequency <2 times/year had higher contamination.

However, most contaminated cooling towers did not receive any biocides.
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Prevalence of Legionella Contamination in Cooling Towers
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Conclusion: Although most cooling towers received frequent maintenance, most of those that were

contaminated with L. pneumophila were not treated with biocides. The use of biocides should be

considered during cooling tower maintenance.

Keywords: cooling tower, Legionella pneumophila, maintenance characteristics

UNII
a3lauuasn (Legionella spp.) \Huluaiiise
suuris Sawanths 0.3-0.0 luasan uazend 1.5-
5.0 bUATAM HONFWNINAATLAY sNXITRRIIINEN-
A A o A o Aa
was e btlunsnfontnild wuluFawiasaund
& A oAl Aa A '

anuTug uazadyladlunnenfigumnIszning
25-42 °q."% WUldluwAasuinaNsITHING L Tn
81517 WBIWN ﬂaﬁwﬁau LLE]zLL%E‘]‘GﬁWﬁQJH’Hg
2 :3/ 1 a 6 . ¥
RI9UB 13U QaEIN1II8T (Cooling tower) Hniin
wazihwdazay udw’ lusssun@zedalouuas
limusnaiglasais dududasardvagiuniu

A Ada A A = M e A a
aiTiarfiaan Gesulngldun afluigs (Free
living amoeba) WAZENWINBFLTLILNUUITH®®
ﬂaﬁ;ﬁuﬁmﬁmmwﬁﬁmaqL%aﬁﬂamammﬂﬂ’h
A AA 6 A A A A
50 7iia (sUTR) vliannalialuauiitszanm 20 Biia
ludrwantiriafidusinguadlsauazviliiianis
szunaldtian Ao f3launaan dludan (Legionella
pneumophila)® mIdaiTaluau a1ainianmg
¥ D e & 8 o Aa & X
wvlatelayaraoInianwARINNLALYEN AN TN
dwlanay lasfundsuniimenday da 9ade

8-10

nMnesrieneRain ™ Selsnaudtimwadg g
Avwinfiszuneanuasaenaningsusnanniag
AuwiwvaaIasUTuanma lagmsisidensous
awﬁ@@mmﬁmﬂuﬁa wazttheanlUmsussnaay
NITBILDA é’afm:uugaﬁam’snas"ﬁ?ams‘lﬁ%’u
maanuazana wazmsthinwiiuldezdn e
a@mﬁm?m@?’mqmmwdagagawﬁﬂlummﬂﬁﬁaﬂ

P = Ao e A =
ﬂﬁi(ﬂ ﬂ']iﬂﬂ]ﬂ"‘lum'ﬁ@]qﬂizﬁﬁﬂLwaﬂﬂjﬁnﬂqﬁluﬁqﬂ

Songkla Med J Vol. 32 No. 1 Jan-Feb 2014

vosnslutewsoddlounadn faludan lugads
nnas LLa:fiﬂﬁmxmﬁ:g}LLaﬂwga%'ﬂmgaadmana'jf
ﬁa@ﬁﬂuamuﬁmqLmasl,uﬂ'gamwumum
> A
ﬂ@]‘tlag"lﬁﬂ'lﬁ
A A = o A o
MBI UNTANHINAAAVINILNEFITID
ﬂg/ dG) Aa 1 =Y A 0

mmqﬂmaumiﬂmﬂaumaaaIaLLuam Aluian
Ll,a:é'nwm:migLLaﬂWEﬁanaaamana’?ﬁa@é’a
agjluamuﬁmmLLmsl,uﬂEamwumum ERE
N INANBINIMNATIWIL 72 gaRImMIET 1
Tsswenuna 4 wis (21 Qaaamanag) PIRIINRUM
7 U (35 @aﬁamu’mi‘) uazlsausy 3 ure (16
ﬂaaamanﬁ) mnﬁanamuﬁﬁamﬁﬂaaamanéﬁ
& s v dl =)
Wuldaruainusvaslavasidnvesaniunn wie
AuimIfidaanadniinlasims (a9 1)

LL@ia:Qaaqmana%aa:vl,@i”‘ﬁﬂﬁlﬁuﬁmmaﬁw
2-3 @881 TuaawmIAuaziulasds sterile
technique lwanawanadnnUsaanniadsunas
Uszanm 2 Fas wweldasranisdesdidnag

= =y Aada d‘l =} L= ada
maagammmimmmww:ma wazbuduNalasds
Real-time PCR 35nslagdsiutl a9i ndangmin
WUSURNIZAIY 0.5 UadaaT 0.1 N Na,S,0, ud?ii
P17 AT T Ul N1INTBIHIRNITAN BN TDITHA
cellulose nitrate filter 21103 0.45 lulasiuas awis
289 Yaradou Wazamkz (W.@. 2550)" #INIzAIBNIB
A & ) A ° o A v &
Anvadlo1@a i u1t3aa19uazin i auaziiawliiae
WRABDNIINUAUNTTABNIAINTZIND 2 Wl 1§
0.2 M HCI pH 2.2 Ngasnnilvias 20 wifi antiis



m'lmgnwaam‘sﬂm‘ﬂam%aﬁ%fameh‘lu@aﬁam'ma%

@130 1 NwInLaTIsaTaIgaRIININaTIAN
IUWNANFDBNAAAI (n=72 QDRI
[ X
N131383)
wm (Saaz)
0191 ~

a &
maa@aaam’anaiﬂﬁnm

Tsansnuna (H) 21 (29.2)

H1 6

H2 3

H3 6

Ha 6
weasInanan (D) 35 (48.6)

D1 4

D2

D3 8

D4 2

Ds 6

Deé 4

D7 5
Tssusa (Ho) 16 (22.2)

Hon 6

Ho2 2

Hos 8
SAMNIAW 72 (100.0)

gaan 100 lulasdas AW D8I UK LR BILTD
fiswztuigedslaunas (MBCYE media) v
35-37 °0. W 7 3% shlalafimnenadudininn
14 subculture dia UUaNMIIIRBITERT NN BCYE
uwaz BCYE 71l L-cysteine silalafifilalusaus
un3y @edues Afasudaindudslaunasn i
fregatndilWnaunwnzBeds launasn aTafudnu
Na@183% Real-time PCR (SYBR Green 1) lag
@333 16S TRNA gene ILaz mip gene Fesumziu

aR3 launaan Aluda""?  @1n35ved Yaradou

o @ A o

ﬁWGNﬁ: ANBNIIANA LRSATHE

uazamy (W.@. 2550)" ﬁm%’umnﬁuia;&mﬁmﬁ'u
é’ﬂwmzmommmwLl,a:m's@uaﬁwga%'ﬂmgaala
nanes 1Iu TRAIBLUL IUWIANTanINYVDY
Qaﬁumana’? 3282 IMMINTIN mmﬁmadmi@ua
13930 LLa:ﬂTﬂ"ﬁaﬁﬂ'ﬁJilu'amnﬁtyl,?mimau%a

2

aa ' &) wa A £ = v
a'«ﬂau,uam L uew Iﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁiﬁl@]ﬂu'ﬂﬂ“ﬂaaﬁlﬂuaz

' '
% v A

aaumumﬂLﬁi”'mmﬁﬁﬁﬂmﬂg]LLaﬁ"rga%'ﬂmImmu

YDILARZROIUN

¥ A U a a o 6
"J.I’élWQ’]SM’IG]’I%QiEIﬁiSNﬂ’Ii‘JEJF_Isl%N‘Irgw‘.lsI'EI
& ' ~ Ao A
Tassnsiugiuwnisvaslassnisddy 1389
“tlaapvinwenisUwmdautTafa launasn wdludan
¥ ' a 2 P’
lusndagafiimiines” Gad1wn1IRIITUIAIN
ﬂm:ﬂﬁumsﬂmimw%ﬂﬁ'ﬁumﬁﬁ'ﬂumgwﬂ AU
mm*smq"nmm% YRIANUIRUURAR  LUAN TS

Wulasensnlasumssniis (Exempted project)

a & v
MINANERVDYA
o AV o = ° a & v
ma;&aw%mnmwnma:mmaLmﬂmmu
a [ o & a 6
ABNNILGDT lﬂﬂmmwmLsagﬂluﬂﬁiaLﬂiwzw LRE
IeraaBInsyasun laund awaw Sawar tiludn
LﬁﬂWﬁmmé'ﬂwmxmigLLaﬁwga%'ﬂmQaaomuL';ai?
2 X Aa AT A
LLa:m']wgnmaaﬂ'ﬁﬂmﬂaumaaﬂal,mam aludan

lugaaaman a3

HanN1SANEN
é’numxmomﬂmwuazms@uaﬁ’lga%'nm
@aﬁlamana%
é’ﬂwm:mqmUmwmaa@aﬁamana%ﬁﬁﬂm
Yanue 72 ﬂaﬁamana% ﬁﬁ@ﬁv‘uaglﬂsawmma
4 WAY WNETINEUA 7 Wi waclIousy 3 wne
WUI1 888z 71.4-87.5 Lﬂuﬂaﬁamana%ﬁ@
Cross-flow Lfia'ﬂ"'}LLuﬂmmmmaagaﬁumana’?

WU @aﬁam’;Laagﬁa@ﬁuﬁkowmum Sauay 57.1

a s oy o A
FIVAIWAIBNIITAIT UN 32 aUUN 1 3.A.-NN. 2557



Prevalence of Legionella Contamination in Cooling Towers

9
cAa @ A

LLazQaﬁamana’swmmﬂﬁ'}mﬁwauﬁﬂ Touas
54.3 HIWIAAINY <500 A% 1umm:ﬁga§q
'vmna%ﬁ@@ﬁamu‘[’suLL'suﬁmm@mmg <500 A%
fouar 12.5 EIWTUTTHZLIAIANTIEIIU WUTN
Qa?ﬁ‘mana’jfﬁa@éu'aﬁﬁwaﬁwauﬁ'} a8z 100
Hazoznamsldanuuwiunii s I lummxﬁﬂaﬁq
nmnefinaamiaulssusuuaslssnennaiiszozim
MIkFwuIunin 5 U WiNe9seuas 62.5 WAz 57.1

aNEGY (a13197 2)

& ol

Luksamijarulkul P, et al.

Lfiaﬁﬂmﬁoé'ﬂwmzmigLLaﬁng%'ﬂmQaﬁla
ymes wud Seuar s1-100 vagaRININET
Adnwluudazgaiud daufvasnisguatinge
Snwaghavantler 2 ads egilsfinw sulng
Lifinsldmsdudimaisyiiulavesdodslounash
(3088 50-80.9) ﬁaﬁwudwgaﬁmnna%ﬁ@méﬁ
Tnuaalssusadnsldassudiniseiyvende
(Biocide) w3am3ld Ozone Lﬁamqu,%aslué'@dm

a % P
g9g@ A8 J0uaz 50 (@INN 3)

o

TN 2 ANHINNMENWIBINNAININEINANEN: diauadiuin (3auar) IUUNANIIIUNGI

aaudio Lmuwao@aa'am'ma{ 210 (A1) SEUTIANANGI LTI @
@aéam’mas‘ Counter-flow Cross-flow <500 2500 <5 =5
Tsangnuna (n=21) 6 (28.6) 15 (71.4) 12 (57.1) 9 (42.9) 9 (42.9) 12 (57.1)

H1 6 0 0 6 0 6

H2 0 3 o 3 3 o

Hs 0 6 6 0 0 6

Ha 0 6 6 0 6 o
WIATINARAT (n=35) 8 (22.9) 27 (77.1) 19 (54.3) 16 (45.7) o (0.0) 35 (100.0)

D1 0 4 o 4 0 4

D2 6 0 6 0 0 6

D3 0 8 8 0 0 8

D4 2 0 0 2 0 2

Ds 0 6 o 6 0 6

D6 0 4 0 4 0 4

D7 0 5 5 0 0 5
Tsousy (n=16) 2 (12.5) 14 (87.5) 2 (12.5) 14 (85.5) 6 (37.5) 10 (62.5)

Hor 0 6 o 6 6 o

Ho2 2 0 2 0 0 2

Ho3s 0 8 o 8 0 8
AL (n=72) 16 (22.2) 56 (77.8) 33 (45.8) 39 (54.2) 15 (20.8) 57 (79.2)

Songkla Med J Vol. 32 No. 1 Jan-Feb 2014



m'lmgfmaam‘sﬂm‘ﬂami’aﬁﬁfaLmaéﬂu@aﬁam'ana{

Y o Ao

ﬁ‘i’WNﬁ: ANBNIIANA LRSATRE

@159 3 9w (Fouaz) Ba9gaRININETNANEY TuuNINANEUERIRITIgUALn I

iy
GRRVTIEN

4 o &
ANDWBINIAUAINEN (AF9/1)

e e ¥ 3 an .
nMsBasdugtaadlounaan

aadIN1IIBS 0-1 22

Biocide Ozone Taila

Tsowgnuna (n=21)

H1 (e)

H2 (3)

H3 (6)

H4 (6)
WIATINRWAY  (n=35)

D1 (4)

D2 (6)

4
2 4
2
0
0
)
0
0
D3 (8) 0
0
0
0
0
)
0
0
0

1
6
6

4

D4 (2)
Ds (6)
D6 (4)

D7 (5)
Tsousy (n=16)
Ho1 (6)
Ho2 (2)
Ho3 (8)

17 (81.0)

35 (100.0)

1 (4.8)
1

(14.3) 17 (80.9)
5
0
6
6

(22.9)

(0.0)

27 (77.1)
4

(12.5) (37.5)

3
0
3
0
o
0
0
0
o
o
0
0
0
6 (50.0)
6

0

0

o N O N O O O N O O O mw O o o

o O O o u ~ O O w O

FINNIAR (n=72)

11 (15.3) 9 (12.5) 52 (72.2)

aragnnisdniloniBaddlounadn
A ap a ¢
#alaflan Tuaadoniaes

Nan13a523n13UnIdautBasdlowuaan
A A a &R a &
iludlan lugafamanaindnsn 72 gafinned
wudr anagnaesmyduilenisa owaz 27.8
(20/72 @afIMIieT) lasduunauaniuia
aitk gafanmneindaadldnululyweuia dms
Uniowdoggasia o gadsnied (fauaz 42.9)
lagdwan 1 gadsmaned dnsldmsduins
Wiglavlavesmeddlounast uasnaedu ud
USunanaasudasenasianuluinddrainininmad
AAI3% Ao 0.2 ppm 8n 8 gadimMaa’ lid
malgmsdugimaaigiaulazensa  Sniugads

N1 0NANAILTINBLUAVIRTINEUAT ATIIND
P & o A & . @
nmsUwldoulTadnuin 9 A8RINIIIDT LTUNY
(fevaz 25.7) langaRen1neinamInuiganinue
Lifimslemsduginmaaiyidulavessodalawuasn
garhagafanineinaaadlsnululisusuasany
P & o a & o
Maudaupadnwin 2 gasenIes (388 12.5)
N1 2 gafermnesiinildmidugimuaiydvle
‘g/ Aan 1 & a 1 a
Pp3LT083launasn tHus1Iasasn wddIuo
anasudasziiasranwulwhddaniinusianasgiu
A A o A &
(a17197 4) lauunNsUnUaniTaa NIUIa
TLHLLIRIANT T I LAZANDYBINITAUAN AT
nined wudl gatannieinizuwe <so0 du
P2 . &
wunsuulewimaiasas 39.4 gamwmiﬂmﬂau

a s oy A o A
FIVAIWAIBNIITAIT UN 32 aUUN 1 3.A.-NN. 2557



Prevalence of Legionella Contamination in Cooling Towers Luksamijarulkul P, et al.

a caa o = v P S cda A & A
luﬂﬂﬂ\‘l‘ﬂq?na'ﬁ‘ﬂ&l’ﬂ%?@ >500 QW DIWUIDYRS uam’muﬂamm’ma‘mm’nmmaam‘sgua <2 a3/
) = . J & a [ dq’ v PN a |4
17.9 L“E%L@]ﬂ')ﬂuﬂ’ﬁﬂuLﬂauL“Ealuf‘]ﬂﬂ\‘W}']'JL'Jﬂ'i wun1TUwidawiasas 75 Iu“nm:'ﬂﬂamm’anai
A9 o ) % a aa a & A A
'Y]SL“I.T\T]%N'W%']% >5 U Wuvauar 33.3 EI,‘1/lu“l.|'ﬂ,la$“(] wummnmaam'ﬁ@ua 22 a39/8 wunsduwian
= v a e o A v PN
WULNEIIDERE 6.7 luﬂammanaiﬂimm <5 U Jopaz 25 (AW 5)

A P & aa oA P a & o A&
A13191N 4 mm"qﬂmaamsﬂmﬂaumam‘[auuam Alauian luﬂaaam'snai FUWNANN TN

s P %ﬂ'wm (%‘aiaz) 229 } RHLLAG)

,; ¢ o P @az‘iom’snai‘nmmwu n3l5a1s Biocide w3a Ozone
aafIn1IIes aaRINIIBS o AP - s =+

waddlaunaan waluWar Tuaadsnmiasiasronuise

Tsongnuna 21 9 (42.9)

H1 6 1 (16.7) 14 Biocide wanaaa3n weid residual

free chlorine <0.2 ppm

H2 3 0 (0.0) 3201 Ozone

H3 6 6 (100.0) lil¢lans Biocide fiudaie

Ha 6 2 (33.3) laildldas Biocide fusuga
WIATINRWAN 35 9 (25.7)

D1 4 2 (50.0) lilelFans Biocide fiudaie

D2 6 1 (16.7) Laildlas Biocide Hudad:

D3 8 2 (25.0) 1l&ldas Biocide fusade

D4 2 0 (0.0) 14 Biocide s13na03n*

D5 6 0 (0.0) laildldas Biocide fusuga

D6 4 1 (25.0) 1l&ldas Biocide fusade

D7 5 3 (60.0) lilelFans Biocide fiudaie
Tsausa 16 2 (12.5)

Ho1 6 0 (0.0) 3201 Ozone

Ho2 2 0 (0.0) 14 Biocide s13na03n**

Hos 8 2 (25.0) 14 Biocide 81308834 U residual

free chlorine <0.2 ppm

SAMNIAY 72 20 (27.8)

* NAUINNINIINNZITE waz real-time PCR

** Residual free chlorine 20.2 ppm

Songkla Med J Vol. 32 No. 1 Jan-Feb 2014 7



m'lmgfmaam‘sﬂm‘ﬂami’aﬁﬁfaLmaéﬂu@aﬁam'ana{

Y o Ao

ﬁ‘i’WNﬁ: ANBNIIANA LRSATRE

] A & aa oA Al N & o
A1 N 5 m’m“gﬂ“umn’]'ﬁﬂuLﬂauL"ﬁam}IaLLuam %'JINWE‘]'W Iugaam’nna‘i AULWBNATNYUIA IZLSEIRN

mﬂ%’mu wazANY a\‘m’rsg LL&QE‘]?N‘V]’Y) b9 E’]’ﬁs

o a ¢ wmaadmies wn (Fawaz) aadinInes
ANBULUATNIIQUAAARINIILNDI iy 4 ¥ omn A e A
Ndnun fiasanuzaa’dlaunaar Aladar*

ﬂmﬂmaa@aﬁam'ana% (o)

<500 33 13 (39.4)

>500 39 7 (17.9)
szaznamsizem ()

<5 15 1 (6.7)

>5 57 19 (33.3)

P a ¢ < o

ANMNDVBINIAUAAARINIIDST (AT9/1])

<2 4 3 (75.0)

>2 68 17 (25.0)

*NAUANTIINIANZLTE uae real-time PCR

1500

Tugraifiay 20 kW FeenumIssine
vaslsnfaiedslaunasannanssang sulng
WU Qa’éa‘maL’Jaﬁ?ﬁ%a%aﬁ!mﬁmaaizwﬁummﬂ
mm@lmyjﬁmﬂmmdwaal,%aﬁl,ﬂummqg‘“’
msﬁnmﬁ"l,ﬁﬁﬂina"nwmzmamﬂmwmaaﬂaﬁd
NIIBITINUIN 72 Qa'ﬁam’ma% ﬁ@@ézaa%islu
TSIWENLNR 4 WS WIETTWRUA 7 WA uazlssusy
3 uy wui d@wlngisasaz 77.8 1uplie Cross-
flow type TI31ENUMITITLLNTIBIUNL f}a'@ia
maeiziia Cross-flow type anavialamialiiie
nsacRNYaILLAiissanNnITia Counter-flow
type \la99nuuy Cross-flow type 21nANNNT
naaudiduuwirudanumsiafeuiivasinfinge
Qa’éa‘m’ana?ﬁﬁ]z"l,mmnuumma fria Counter-
flow type s1mafimandaufiniuszuuriouuuwfe
saunanumsaaeuivesinilvass lemaasau
AznNauaId 9uaIkuy Cross-flow type azau1nnin®

2819137 Il TLAuaINa 896 89N I IAN NI
v I&/
TR TaLannUn
a4 d . < -
UrzanafauaTimilivesiwiugadamanies
AR A o A edAa &
naninNg <500 du ngamm’masm@m
nlaswswdlng fanug 2500 du MonUMIANIN
Tuenstszimnea wudn ﬂ%mmmmqmaaﬁmdaga’ﬁa
& ~ . P A A A A
mMnasanalinadamstwilowdaviiomaaiydule
X aa ' o A ’~ b '
Y9I TORI LOUUARN MG LHaINUININNINITTe
13DIFITAIRITRIDALNDY ARDAIURININLLAS
L8 A & ' & a &
azladidaduundsazanigalugaianiaies
Y ™ a I&/ L 4 U AI
uanmﬂﬁmss:m@mmmuﬂummsﬁﬁmﬂﬂﬁﬂam
mu’sa%ﬂummmﬁ;ﬁaaw” ﬁagamﬂmiﬁﬂmﬁ
v = ' a § o
GISTEN mwumgamm'snai’ﬁﬁmmg <500 9%
mmwuﬂ'\iﬂulﬂam%amﬂﬂﬁﬂaﬁam'snai‘ﬁﬁ
AU 2500 du (You8z 39.4 uazTawuaz 17.9
aURIAY) uanINfaRInIeindaasnilsuy
a o [ dq’ tgl Aaa 1
JEAFINVRINIATIINUNTU WD 0L TR Lo Uas)
ﬁaﬂn’jﬁg}aﬁamaLaa§ﬁ€1@ﬁaﬁiiawuwuwaLLaz

a s oy A o A
FIVAIWAIBNIITAIT UN 32 aUUN 1 3.A.-NN. 2557
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