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Abstract:

Diagnostic use of colony assay in Polycythemia Vera (PV)
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Division of Hematology, Department of Internal Medicine, Faculty of Medicine,
Prince of Songkla University, Hat Yai, Songkhla, 90110, Thailand
Chiangmairam Hospital, Muang, Chiangmai, 50200, Thailand

Songkla Med J 2005;23(1):29-36

Objective: To determine the autonomous proliferation of erythroid stem cells in in vitro colony formation in the diagnosis of
PV.

Materials and methods: Bone marrow (15 ml) was collected from thirty-five patients with suspected of PV (Hct > 50%)
from the Hematology Clinic of Songklanagarind Hospital between January 2000 and December 2003. Mononuclear cells were
isolated for colony assay, cultured at 4x10° cell/ml with and without erythropoietin in alpha modification media and fetal calf
serum incubated at 37°C in 5% CO,. Erythroid colonies were stained with benzidine and scored on the 7" day of culture for

the CFU-E (colony forming unit-erythroid) and on the 14" day of culture for the BFU-E (burst forming unit-erythroid).
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Results: Thirty-one of the 35 patients with PV showed spontaneous in vitro colony formation (CFU-E, BFU-E) by erythroid
stem cells, and colony growth without the addition of exogenous erythropoietin in the culture - a common finding in myelo-
proliferative disorder. The other four patients with secondary erythrocytosis had no autonomous growth of in vitro colony
formation.

Conclusion: The results showed a diagnostic use for autonomous proliferation of erythroid stem cells in in vitro colony
formation (CFU-E, BFU-E) in PV, even though patients were treated with phlebotomy, and other secondary erythrocytosis

could be separated from PV.
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Tanuaisns: ﬁnymwawéiﬂug%ﬂﬁmﬁﬂfiﬂ pv Toeiidinlansn (Het) snnmsagas 50 minadiinlsadan Tsawenna
HYAUATUNT  AIUAGDUNNTIAN W.A. 2543 — SUNPN WA, 2546 1Y 35 T8 TmmﬁZwmsgnwmgﬁmmﬁmmn
mononuclear cell 4z U colony assay Tu alpha modification media W fetal calf serum Z@ﬂ?d&tazlﬂvﬂlﬂ’ﬂw?ﬂizqa eryth-
ropoietin 1f721./tw73t§‘21\77u@y CO, incubator 37° C 1u 59 CO, (Tua1 7 7u §W3U CFU-E (colony forming unit-erythroid)
usz 14 74 &%3U BFU-E (burst forming unit-erythroid) ASUMWUA harvest cell #au0I8 benzidine uai lhiusau
laTaiimsnaasgansseni

WANISANY: §7u3ugy?ﬂﬁﬁ722/ﬂ5&’@ﬂﬂ7ﬁ7 colony assay IVN® 35 T8 WuT1 31 38 “lwymit,ﬁzyzzav CFU-E uas BFU-
E wandiaideauasluarmsimsdeneaa luladnssqu erythropoietin Jiaselangihe 31 g (ulse PV audn 4 11e
Z;ll'fl' autonomous growth 28N CFU-E 8¢ BFU-E 317%752126;?’7@9:1_/'3211,1711 secondary erythrocytosis
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wasansazgitanalsa PV o Seituadaslemauny red cell mass o anansernlugniganlnainanamanansanaan
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msdnnlasnzidsunaa CFU-E anlanszgnghelse PV
LLazﬂuﬂnﬁTmaﬁmﬂﬁﬂ plasma clot culture system ‘W‘U’J"l
w10 ® endogenous erythroid colonies (EEC) 1ug\ljl“lj’.ltl‘[3ﬂ PV
Iﬂﬂlﬁlﬁuﬁanszéu erythropoietin waazlutia EEC Tuauund
LLGfngaué’aﬂistu erythropoietin Tumsinziasaaays
AuUN® 9210 CFU-E Beckman uasmais® @ntnmsunzaes
1588 CFU-E 91 peripheral blood stem cell (PBSC) wawjﬂw
5 PV wazlsa Polycythemia a1 Tagluinaiia methyl-
cellulose assay system W‘U)'Wﬂ"l‘jLWW::Lg‘ENL‘Ziﬂi;ﬁﬂilliitﬁu
N30 erythropoietin aziiia EEC lugihelsa PV ualaiia
EEC “lupjﬂqﬂ‘[ﬁﬂ Polycythemia 51 LtﬁiwazLauﬁansz@Iu
erythropoietin Iuﬂ'liLWﬂngﬂQL@ﬁagﬂaﬂé’ﬂ’m‘[ﬁﬂ Polycythe-
mia 319 AlainsE@Syres CFU-E wufy aaan Juvonen
wazanie” launzidenisas CFU-E anlanszgninhslsa PV,
secondary erythrocytosis LLa¢ erythrocytosis ﬁ'uﬂ Iﬂﬂi‘g
methylcellulose assay system W‘U’J'W::Lﬁﬂ EEC 1ul§1jitl‘[iﬂ
PV nn3ny LLG;hjﬁ autonomous growth Iuﬁélﬂ)il 15@ secon-
dary erythrocytosis LLa¢ erythrocytosis Su |

Fuilumsdnnesiaedeiigmsm colony assay® ®
Lﬁ'amsmm autonomous proliferation 284 L‘Haé{ﬁqlluﬁ"ll,ﬁﬂ %\ﬂ‘vqil
CFU-E uav BFU-E zaufindeaunslumamnzdamnie
Tumsifianelsa PV wazuenlsa PV 88nan erythrocy-
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1. frasneasia: langiheiiasdelan Py fifidan-
Taa3nnnnsaga: 50 neaiinlsaldan Tsaneu1a
FUAUASUNT AIUALTBUNNTIAN W.A. 2543 - SUNAN
W.A. 2546 U 35 M8 laeihlanszgn (bone marrow
aspiration) 289K theUszanm 15 wa. lamauidaauis
w3y (500 giia/wa.) aalunszgnludaaiu 1:20 lag
wmailnazanalasnida
2. 3BMsAn: nﬂﬁy’umaw?aﬂ%lmﬂﬁﬂazamﬂaam%ya
ﬁﬂu@? larminar flow
2.1 7M3u&n mononuclear cell: (é’fmtﬂaqmﬂ Mac
Donald ') 1hlunszgngthe 15 wa. anthuuen mononu-
clear cell laguan RPMI with 2% FCS (heat inactivated
fetal calf serum) ludas1au lunszqn : RPMI with 29 FCS
i 1 : 3 unlaluasumgetssswanluandiu  qa
SUNENTIUIY 20 A, ABY 7 UapBUNAININYBIINGTS
Ficoll-Hypaque density gradient 10 ¥9. ‘[ﬂmﬁﬂwaaﬂﬁﬁ
Ficoll-Hypaque 10 §8. (2e91szanet 45 896 Usoaauma
quasu 20 wa. darhwaaalvuuy thlddumesenud
5,000 rpm una 30w 96 mononuclear cell ﬁl@:’gﬂ@;’?ﬂ
RPMI with 29 FCS 30 2 a3 Tagduitanud 1,400 sau
aondt unm 5 i waz 1,200 sauaewit Wunm 5
W MUSIAU 1) mononuclear cell ﬁl(;l’ ‘v‘iﬂvﬁﬂu cell solu-
tion 1IN 4x10° (w@a/Wa.® @18 O~ MEM (alpha modi-
fication media) LLE;I'Jﬁ’llﬂﬁ’l colony assay
2.2 mM3smM colony assay: U1 cell solution ﬁv[ﬁ;l
4x10° waa/ua. WU colony assay S 5197 1 Tagmsdinen
ﬁmiL‘lﬁEI‘ULﬁﬂvﬂﬁ‘iléLLaﬂ&néﬁ’Jﬂizﬁiu erythropoietin
(EPO)

M99 1 AUABUNIIN colony assay (AALUUIIIN Tepperman UazAz’)

Colony forming unit CFU-E (-EPO) CFU-E (+EPO) BFU-E (-EPO) BFU-E (+EPO)
ml
Alpha modification media (0t-MEM ) 0.9 0.5 0.9 0.5
Heat inactivated fetal calf serum (FCS) 0.6 0.6 0.6 0.6
10% bovine serum albumin (BSA) 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2
10 iu/ml erythropoietin (EPO) - 0.4 - 0.4
Incubate 37°C
3% agar 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2
Cell solution (4x10° cell/ml) 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1

(-EPO: Tula erythropoietin, +EPO: 5] erythropoietin, CFU-E: colony forming unit-erythroid, BFU-E: burst forming unit-erythroid)
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ﬁwéaumauuﬁ;awaammsmaawaawié sterile petri
dish 180 (20 35x10 MX.) I 0.5 WA, AW petri
dish Tamae 1 Usssanunaylvidugihananasanan petri
dish 12 petri dish 3 Sunadunan 1 vasn aanall Uszanm
1 #2la9 U8 0.5 31a. O~ MEM with 10% ECS 892147
SuHENTIUEILE Wath petri dish nTaly petri dish Tney
(2110 90 W.) 1 petri dish (BnEnsulahazaramnalu petr

2 ° ' aa o Yo Y1 da i
Wunawin Fesnsarhanmegitadalsaluiughenfitnum
MIIHR INATUMNNMNUAYBY PVSG 94ty 393T1ane
longthens 31 9edidulsa Polycythemia Vera

o & ‘g a ” i
MINN 2 waMsnzsaTaaLiaRanuasrayily

o - <
Nuulalaii/1x10° 1198

dish Ty Jashuanhlumnzideslug CO, incubator 37°Cc MU (Mean £ SDin = 3)
o e W v o o wile . .
Tu 5% CO, wWluna 734 §WSU CFU- E waz 14 Yudmsu  ° CFU-E CFU-E BFU-E BFU-E
BFU-E (-EPO) (+EPO) (-EPO) (+EPO)
2.3 DI'leIg, FlXIHg and Staining.‘ AIUNNUN 1 333 +20 959 + 24 158 + 50 894 + 57
Y ‘o N - - .
IWNIZLEENTad 7 JU wae 14 U harvest cell lavuunudlon 2 161 1465 414 108 +7
um waFUluUeELNY cellulose acetate LAZNTEAHATEY 3 42+34 125+12 8+3 306
P v o o v v v
was 5 uaihlum fixing @8 5% glutaraldehyde uangan 5¢1 215 3822 271 +8
¥ L. .Y . o 5 236 +8 342 + 25 213+17 402 + 29
M8 3% benzidine LLAT counter stain M8 hematoxylin il
. . . v P 6 1436 291 + 26 1627 248+ 17
unalagiuinnulalaiimenaniaansseau
1 7 193+12 535+ 27 262 + 20 385+5
8 1096 365+15 124 +13 483 +10
9 62+8 289+ 8 130+10 215+19
Naﬂ’liﬁﬂv’] 10 13010 310+10 155+5 377+15
yihefisadalsa PV Mihlunsz@num colony assay 11 1028 150£10 93+8 35315
w35 918 wunhe 31 g (@eui 1-31 Tumaen 2 194x14 448233 184212 430220
v a 13 214 + 31 243 +16 27+ 4 33+6
2) Wa colony assay WMSa3awed CFU-E uaz BFU-E
v A 1 v . v 14 38011 430+ 20 17617 1736
vasliadaauasluamsimnziasugaai luladinszqu | 08+ 5 996512 ilso 5149
erythropoietin @8LAA endogenous erythroid colonies (EEC) 16 13+ 2 50+ 4 11+2 16+ 2
Zaueniduweme 12 o wdnds 19 8 (AIsWn 3, 17 85+9 18615 8616 17414
4) angwdeh 63 U (41-86 1) waz 60 U (41-80 U) 18 55+ 4 1818 2117 67:16
MUMAU WaTHAMIATIANNUaNUHUAMDU Y el Tu 19 19+2 1699 T2 43¢4
PN a ~ o o 20 164+ 7 211 +18 73+8 178+ 9
weaneienmasFlulnaty 18.9 nSu/0a. (15.9-22.4 N3N/
- a ¥ v o 21 18+2 52+ 7 17+2 38+10
0a.), F:leasn seeaz 59.3 (5888 51-72), MU
B L i i . 22 8216 16146 211 131+13
WOLBAYN 24.8x10°/01." (9.2x10°-50.4x10°/ NU."), o4 6948 7647 9947 9341
PUUNENEDA 706x10°/0n.° (207x10°-1,235x10°/ 94 10+1 3744 3447 60+ 4
wn.®) waziwavdndenmdsFlulnatiu 18.2 nSu/ea. (15.6- 25 12:2 3412 9+1 16+ 3
22 N5N/0a.), dIlaASN 888 58.7 (SPERA: 52-68), 26 13+2 15+2 101 24+ 6
Munudiodeeum 21.2 x10°/u8.° (6.9x10°-56.6 x10°/ 27 39:8 26128 10+6 68+3
3 o & 3 3 3 28 T+2 24+4 8+3 17+2
NN.Y), MUULNIALDA 716x10°/0N.° (329x10°-1,564x
5 5 p v UQWQ yﬂ‘ g 29 172 16+4 19+3 19+1
10%/0u.%) BanamInsIanvos {]U?lﬂ’]i“ll?ﬁ@ W l19+9 15847 2611 5045
31 M8 aenan 3 wungtheaulvginummaidey 45 103 +7 1385 5647 111 £10
Tumsitianelsm Polycythemia Vera mMuNnmuuaues PVSG 32 0 86+ 10 0 3910
(Polycythemia Vera Study Group) @5U%8I8UD tlﬂnupumaﬂ 33 0 127+ 4 0 10£3
87 1, 12, 15, 16, 25, 29 uas 30 Ndvfivayalumsiiade 34 0 23921 0 210+5
35 0 257+15 0 233+13

luAsU wANaM59 colony assay 283yt 18M3 31578 Tn EEC
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Sugthedn 4 8 (Uil 32-35 Tumaail 2 uas
4) NANIIIN colony assay hlﬁ autonomous growth 283 CFU-
E uaz BFU-E #oluiia EEC gihevis 4 ma iumenns
ﬁmqm?{ﬂ 68 U (44-69 1) wam‘smawwﬁmﬂﬁﬁ’ami
auq oail ewededlulnady 17.5 n3u/0a. (15.5-18.3
ASu/a8.), anlansn 5088t 53.2 (;aslaz 50-56), MUIU
WinLEanu17 6.5x10°/88.° (4.7x10°-7.8x10° /4.,
NUNENLEDN 247x10° /4> (169x10°-335x10°/4N.%)

Fanamansrameasfiams damaed 3 giheia 4 9
Ao eaudl 32, 33, 34, 35 HnawMHTsEluATUMNT
MYUAYEY PVSG Uazuamsih colony assay wum latiio
autonomous growth YN erythroid colony ?1811; EEC \{lutmau
aﬁﬁﬁlﬁﬂl@;"jﬁéﬂjﬂ%ﬁ 4 g secondary erythrocytosis LLGI'
gwiéﬁaﬂszsjyu erythropoietin WU éﬂqﬂﬁy’q 35 98 1AM

12500289 CFU-E wa BFU-E a9luamsni 2

. v s > v a wa ¥
M5199 3 I’Alﬂﬂ1‘§I,‘W'lglaaEl\‘lL"ﬁﬂﬂtNﬂLaaﬂtL@NLtagﬂaﬂaﬂ']ﬂﬁﬂﬂﬂgﬂﬁﬂ']‘j‘?.lﬂ\'l@ﬂ"lﬂ

a1eu a1g LWE Hb Het WBC Platelets O, Sat LAP Splenomegaly EEC
mhe (@) (/) (%) (x10%) (x10%) (%) Score
1 63 M 20 65 20.3 885 ND 99 - +
2 55 M 16.7 53 21.5 991 97 324 - +
3 50 F 18.4 58 9.4 489 96 220 + +
4 49 F 15.6 54 26.2 1,564 ND ND + +
5 44 F 17.1 53 19.7 896 96.1 ND + +
6 60 F 16.5 52 24.1 678 96 301 - +
7 56 F 22 67 13.0 486 94 251 + +
8 60 M 18 57 50.4 886 95 ND + +
9 72 M 21 67 27.9 487 95 216 - +
10 41 F 19 60 28.4 785 ND ND - +
11 58 F 15.6 55 30.6 1,157 ND 289 + +
12 54 F 20 67 9.0 329 ND ND + +
13 53 M 18 57 21.0 756 ND ND + +
14 72 M 20 61 40.0 664 97 ND - +
15 54 F 18.6 57 9.7 461 ND 243 - +
16 68 M 16.9 53 9.2 207 97 ND - +
17 69 F 16.3 54 29.0 401 ND ND + +
18 70 F 18.8 56 24.5 704 ND 234 - +
19 79 F 19.2 61 13.6 432 97 155 - +
20 62 F 19.3 68 32.4 478 ND 255 + +
21 64 M 15.9 51 16.4 1,235 98 210 + +
22 71 M 18.5 55 20.5 696 ND 306 + +
23 53 M 22.4 72 24 608 ND 267 + +
24 63 F 16.8 52 14 841 ND 235 - +
25 67 F 18.8 61 6.9 381 96 ND - +
26 69 F 16.9 54 22.3 1,398 ND 205 - +
27 67 F 20.4 65 12.5 341 96.9 217 + +
28 60 F 20 65 22.3 715 94 218 - +
29 41 M 20.7 62 10 233 95.7 ND - +
30 86 M 19.2 59 36.5 824 ND ND - +
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2NMIN colony assay Nnlanszgneheiasdelse
PV iisnlnn3mnnnnsagas 50 10U 35 18 WUNAELHA
autonomous proliferation ﬂaﬁL‘ﬁaé{G;’uﬁTLﬁﬂ (EEC) U
31 e Tﬂﬂlﬁtﬁuﬁ)ﬂix@?u erythropoictin &80 4 518 lutha
autonomous growth 84 CFU-E (e BFU-E LLGI'LiI:E]LﬁN
ﬁans:vjyu erythropoietin AzdM31A30YUaN CFU-E w8z BFU-
E %aaamﬂgaqﬁumswmaawmﬂmzdwﬂ”’ ANumMs
wazLﬁymLwagawnlﬂnsz@npjﬂaﬂisﬂ PV auifia EEC &
N‘lJ’JEl‘[iﬂ secondary erythrocytosis f\luhll,ﬂ(ﬂ EEC Tums
INsEEuTas  uaY mhﬂ 31 T8 e EEC Wu finams

anamaveslfianms da fidTuTnatu Fanlanings wasdl

< <~ a ! a ‘ﬁ! ¥ y‘l’ v
Wadanun wazndadaaguiuand Fanladunum

meadeuedlse PV Fdiladulangihe 31 Meilidulsa
PV uthedn 4 nenlufio EEC waslinaminsiams
wenjudns de dedlaulnadu wazdunlanings ue

aeu a1g WA Hb Hct WBC Platelets O, Sat LAP Splenomegaly EEC
Q‘Li’)il () (g/d1) (%) (x10%) (x10%) (%) Score

31 80 F 16.7 57 56.6 1,070 ND 301 - +
32 57 M 17.9 54 7.8 225 97.2 ND - -
33 44 M 18.3 53 6.6 335 97.7 ND - -
34 62 M 15.6 50 6.7 257 ND 23 - -
35 69 M 18.3 56 4.7 169 ND 98 - -
(ND: not done, EEC: endogenous erythroid colonies)

P i~ ‘g - ¥ ¥ a wa ¥

MIFNN 4 ﬁ?ljl‘}laﬂ’lil,‘W'l:iLaENL‘ﬁaatﬁdﬂtaaﬂttﬂﬂ LLEIB?IE]QB‘YI’N%?]\‘M{]UG]WI‘S‘M]\‘IQ‘U’Jﬂ

Colony 3115 a1g Hb Het WBC Platelet Raised Raised Splenomegaly
Culture W (g/d1) (%) (x10%) (x10%) O,sat  LAP

EEC M 63 18.9 59.3 24.8 706 7/12 5/12 5/12

(+ Ve) (n=12) (41-86) (15.9-22.4) (51-72) (9.2-50.4) (207-1,235)

EEC F 60 18.2 58.7 21.2 716 7/19 13719 9/19

(+ Ve) (n=19) (41-80) (15.6-22) (52-68) (6.9-56.6) (329-1,564)

EEC M 68 17.5 53.2 6.5 247 2/4 0 0

(- Ve) (n=4) (44-69) (15.6-18.3) (50-56) (4.7-7.8) (169-335)

b~ < < = < I~ X ' a 8 aa @ viov
A1 LNALIBAYI LLASLNINLIB R afjlumﬂnm QQ'JU"\]QEIIGYJ"IQ‘IJ’JEI

ﬁgﬂ 4 Sﬁﬂﬁtﬂu secondary erythrocytosis
ﬂwiﬁnmﬂ%g\ifiﬁnﬂitwmgﬂqmaﬁmnlwnsxogn;jﬂw
Lﬁaqmﬂiﬂumstwmgﬂqmaﬁﬁiﬁwniz@néﬂwauﬁm EEC
Tugnhelsa PV nnae wam lamsuwnzideasaaan peripheral
blood stem cell (PBSC) psgthaanaazlaia EEC lugihe
Tsa PV vse vhlumsiiiaselse Py fawanalagans
NOABIWBY Weinberg LAz TMMSNARBIINEETAE
CFU-E nnlanszgnuas PBSC ﬂaﬂl}j‘lj’JElI‘iﬂ PV 14 98
wunmsinsEsEaai i lanasgnasiio BEC lugthalse
PV 1 14 118 uam3tnziasazaanly PBSC wuaziin
endogenous colonies 284 BFU-E LLG‘; 8 Y mﬂ;jﬂw‘[sﬂ PV
14 78 éuucjﬂaﬂisﬂ erythrocytosis auq wazauUndlud
autonomous growth 289 CFU-E ﬁqﬁu MIM colony assay

wamelumsitianelsa PV uazuenlsa PV 88nann erythro-
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eytosis 819 Feinduaaslglanszgningihenmnzdes
waa CFU-E fmelumsifiadelsn PV lagnaasuaush
MM colony assay Lﬁ'amnm autonomous proli—
feration 204L%AaAUMLIN (M3the EEC) elumsdiiiase
Tsa PV la Feilvadidolonauny red cell mass la lasan
Joyy2a9mai red cell mass avhluzsiigiheiidanToasn
A089 (MAN3IBEH 60) NAINNLEADADEN (Phlebotomy)

v

21 lvuaUndla 2 uansm colony assay aaN5a¥ luzeh

yUheddinlainanamasnniendsasanlaainmsdnm

5-7, 24

YDIAUZON ) ZFANHINTM colony assay nyelsn
PV #lasumssnmlagmsiantdanaan wun lMHauInyed
EEC uazdsmsnsiaiigemneuanlsa PV 88nann secondary

791721 541 colony assay NMHAUINYBY

erythrocytosis 514 9
EEC anzeiiiadialan PV fissTamiinn Tasmwsgiheid
MMM 9 TuasumUMNAMWUAYed PVSG a0
manaassiiiythe 7 Mo fifnasmsitedeena | luasumu
nufifvueuas PVSG ualvikauinuas EEC 3ifadalon
diulsa Py asslsiony manseisiisioadia fe zaya
Tulagiuidanunmasasaisiilisimnsauigalums
3faselse PV dissmnuitiiuwaay (negative result) Alu

4
21, 22

3n5auenlsa PV (exclude PV) aanlula? 2 gamsnwn
289 Zwicky Uazame? F@n®N PBSC wuiwjﬂmkﬂ
PV 38 selukauIngee EEC 29 918 uazlvinaau (negative
result ) 284 EEC 9 18 39m5iimsansiiintéinan PBSC
Wisuitsudumslalanssgnuilalwaayaaaysaiiisiu
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